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THE PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATIVES OF 
S.E. QUEENSLAND: 
SOME ELECTIONEERING INCIDENTS 
[By Miss ISOBEL HANNAH] 
(Read at a meeting of the Historical Society on 
July 22, 1943.) 
The beautiful south-eastern portion of Queensland, 
of which Southport forms a part, has been singularly 
fortunate in its Parliamentary representatives. Men 
of high honour and intellect, who have attained fame, 
and achieved much for their fellows, have been succes-
sively members of the Legislative Assembly for East 
Moreton, the Logan and the Albert, and for Oxley and 
Moreton in the House of Representatives of the Com-
monwealth Parliament. 
In 1860, when the first elections in Queensland 
took place, the district was part of the East Moreton 
electorate, returning two members to the Assembly. 
The electors in this division of that great electorate, 
however, were not then much concerned as to who 
should represent them, for no facilities existed for their 
votes to be recorded. The population was scattered 
and scanty, consisting of timber-getters, raft and 
cutter-men, who literally blazed the trail for the cotton 
and maize growers, sugar planters and cattle men, who 
pioneered settlement in this fertile and scenic portion 
of the State. The polling-places of that first election 
were few and far apart, being the Police Office, North 
Brisbane, The Inn (Cassims) at Cleveland, White's 
Beaudesert Station, on the Logan River, and the resi-
dence of Mr. James Roper, a farmer at Moggill. 
The election took place in April, and George Ed-
monstone and Henry Buckley were returned. The 
former was one of the ten first free settlers in Bris-
bane, besides officials and missionaries, arriving in 
1840. He served in six Parliaments, representing after 
East Moreton, the North Brisbane and Wickham Elec-
torates. Mr. Edmonstone was also a member of the 
first Brisbane Municipal Council, elected in 1859, and 
in 1863 became mayor. In 1877 Mr. Edmonstone was 
appointed to the Legislative Oo,uncU, where he was 
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active until his death, which took place on February 
23, 1883, at his residence, stiU standing on Breakfast 
Creek, near Newstead. 
Nehemiah Bartley, in his book, "Opals and Agates" 
(p. 104), has left us a description of Henry Buckley in 
1854, when he was agent for the Australasian Steam 
Navigation Co., and for the first insurance companies, 
including the A.M.P. "H.B." could be seen in China 
buff crepe coat, Panama hat, nankeen "continuations," 
and green silk umbrella, crossing on the ferry boat 
nearly every day to the north side (that used to be the 
Moreton Bay dress to suit the climate). He went over 
to sit on the Bench with Captain Wickham or John 
Stephen Ferriter, to "teU their fortunes" for the people 
in the dock, for Justices of the Peace were scarce then, 
to the north of the Bellinger and Nambucca rivers in 
N.S.W., and they had to work when the honour was 
conferred on them. In 1856 Mr. Buckley had repre-
sented Stanley County, in the first Parliament which 
met under responsible Government in New South Wales. 
On September 29, 1860, Mr. Buckley resigned the seat 
of East Moreton, owing to his acceptance of the posi-
tion of Auditor-General, and was succeeded by Mr. 
Thomas Symes Warry, who was elected in October. 
"Elections Challenged" 
On May 10, 1861, Mr. Robert Cribb, then member 
for North Brisbane, petitioned against the retum of 
Mr. Warry for East Moreton, but the petition was with-
drawn. Mr. Edmonstone was also petitioned against 
and unseated, but was re-elected. 
The first session of the Second Parliament opened 
on July 22, 1863, and was marked by the lodgment of 
two successive and successful petitions against the re-
turn of the members for East Moreton. Messrs. Ed-
monstone and Warry were unseated on the petition of 
Mr. W. Brookes, on the ground of informality. Another 
election took place on August 26, and Messrs. Edmon-
stone and Brookes were returned. The legality of their 
election was challenged, also on the ground of infor-
mality, by Mr. Robert Cribb, and they were unseated 
on September 15. 
Another election, the polling for which took place 
after the session had closed, was full of excitemen"t and 
resulted in the retum of Messrs. Edmonstone and 
Cribb. Mr. Warry was one of Brisbane's first chemists, 
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and belonged to a well-kno"wn family, members of 
which also have served the State in other spheres. His 
brother Richard, after whom Warry Street, Fortitude 
Valley, was named, was Mayor of Brisbane in 1866, and 
another, Charles (also a chemist) was a signatory to 
the petition, in November 1859, which resulted in the 
proclamation of Ipswich as a municipality. Mr. T. S. 
Warry died on August 19, 1864, and ten years later his 
brother-in-law, Mr. G. L. Pratten, surveyed the town 
of Southport. Mr. Cribb, one of Dr. Lang's splendid 
emigrants, who arrived in the "Fortitude" in 1849, was 
member for Stanley Boroughs, which comprised North 
and South Brisbane and Ipswich, in the New South 
Wales Parliament when Separation took place in 1859. 
He was also a member of the first Brisbane Municipal 
Council. 
The Cribb Family 
Mr. Cribb and his brother, Benjamin, sat together 
in the first Queensland Parliament, as two of the lat-
ter's sons have done subsequently. The famUy have 
been closely identified with Southport over a long course 
of years. In May 1867, Mr. Cribb's seat for East More-
ton was declared vacant on the ground of insolvency, 
but "Honest Bob Cribb" did not lightly earn his 
sobriquet, and he was re-elected, taking his seat on 
May 21. At the General Elections for the third Parlia-
ment Mr. Cribb did not seek re-election, and the elec-
tors of East Moreton returned James Francis Garrick 
and Arthur Morley Francis. 
The former, a brilliant lawyer of great personal 
charm, became, in after years, Minister for Lands and 
Attorney-General. He was Minister without portfolio 
in the first Griffith Administration, 1884 to 1888; and 
when, in 1885, he was appointed Agent-General in Lon-
don, his ability was so valued by his chief that he re-
tained him in the Ministry. He was also a member of 
the Legislative Council, served for two periods as 
Agent-General, and was knighted in 1886. Sir James 
died in 1907, and in 1921 the Garrick Chair of Law, 
within the University of Queensland, was founded un-
der the will of his daughter. Garrick Street, Coolan-
gatta, commemorates him in this most southern corner 
of his first electorate. Mr. Francis was member for 
East Moreton in the third and fourth Parliaments, and 
was the father of sons who distinguished themselves 
in the medical and educational professions, at home and 
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abroad. At the election of July 1,1867, which returned 
Mr. Garrick with 542 votes and Mr. Francis with 461, 
the other candidates were George Edmonstone (429), 
Captain C B. Whish (46), Dr. F. Gumming (9), and 
H. M. Cockburn (6). 
Captain Whish, at this period, had a plantation on 
the Caboolture River, where he was the first to demon-
strate that the growth and manufacture of sugar could 
be made a financial success in Queensland. Captain 
Whish, later, as Foreman of Works, supervised the 
first road which was made from Beenleigh to the 
Nerang River, and was a frequent visitor to Southport 
in its early days. He and Mrs. Whish were among the 
many good citizens who were lost in the wreck of the 
R.M.S. "Quetta," on their way to England, in 1890. A 
son-in-law was the late Mr. R. H. Roe, for many years 
the much-esteemed "head" of the Brisbane Grammar 
School. Frederick Gumming was a well-known Bris-
bane doctor, and Henry Montague Cockburn was very 
prominent in Ipswich at that period. The polling-
places were: North Brisbane, South Brisbane, Logan, 
Pimpama, Cleveland, German Station, Oxley, Woo-
garoo, Moggill and Bald Hills. 
Government Defeated 
In August 1868, the third Parliament was dis-
solved on a motion of "no confidence" by Mr. Francis, 
as an addendum to the Address-in-Reply to the Vice-
Regal Speech. The debate on this motion lasted for 
three days, and after midnight, on August 7, it was 
carried on division by 13 votes to 11. 
This unique address, inclusive of the addition 
made, was presented to the Acting-Governor, Colonel 
(afterwards Sir) Maurice O'ConneU, on August 12, who 
refused to take action in the mat"ter, saying that he 
would await the arrival of the new Governor (Colonel 
S. W. Blackall), which was then daily expected. On 
August 19, the Governor, who had arrived on the 14th, 
after having anxiously considered the problem, an-
nounced his arrival, by message, to both Chambers. 
On the next day Parliament was prorogued by procla-
mation, and the dissolution foUowed on August 27. 
At the elections which took place immediately, Mr. 
Francis was again elected, and Mr. John Douglas suc-
ceeded Mr. Garrick. 
John Douglas, whose name is "written large" in 
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the history of our State, served his country with a 
patriotic zeal which politicians to-day might well emu-
late. His sons have followed him as distinguished citi-
zens. Two of them are Judges of the Supreme Court 
of Queensland; another (Mr. Henry A. C Douglas) 
represented the Cook Electorate in four Parliaments, 
and was Minister without portfolio for a short period 
in 1915. A fourth son (Hugh) laid down his Ufe for 
his country in the last war. Prior to the granting of 
Separation to Queensland, Mr. John Douglas had sat 
in the New South Wales Parliament for the Darling 
Downs, and later for the Camden Electorate. He repre-
sented Port Curtis in the Queensland Legislative As-
sembly for a time. In 1866, on being appointed Post-
master-General in the Macalister Ministry, he took a 
seat in the Legislative Council; but later re-entered 
the Lower House. In 1869 he went to London as 
Agent-General. Returning to Queensland in 1875, he 
was elected member for Maryborough, and in the fol-
lowing year was made Minister for Lands in the Thorn 
Administration. He became Premier in 1877, but re-
signed on the defeat of his Ministry in 1879. He was 
appointed Government Resident at Thursday Island in 
1885; and later was H.M. Special Commissioner for 
British New Guinea for three years. 
Mr. H. Jordan Elected 
Mr. Henry Jordan was elected as member for East 
Moreton in the Queensland Parliament in November 
1868. At that time the establishment of Cobb and 
Co.'s coaches, and the opening of mail routes to the 
Logan and Albert districts, increased the voting facil-
ities of the electors and additional polling-places were 
provided. Mr. Jordan had also been a member of the 
first Queensland Parliament, representing Brisbane, 
and it was his motion which resulted in the opening of 
each sitting of the House with prayer, a practice which 
has continued to this day. Mr. Jordan settled on the 
Logan, at Waterford, and engaged in sugar-growing. 
He was a strenuous supporter of white labour, al-
though the majority of the settlers favoured the em-
ployment of Polynesians. At his plantation (Tygum) 
he employed thirty or forty men, a"t good wages, mostly 
local farmers or their sons, who worked for him season 
after season, to their mutual benefit. 
In 1872 Mr. Jordan acquired between 3,000 and 
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4,000 acres of what was caUed second-class pastoral 
land, on part of which the seaside resorts of Palm 
Beach and Currumbin are now situated. A cottage was 
built to which he sometimes retreated when it was occu-
pied as a farmstead, a little beyond where the railway 
bridge at West Burleigh now is. Mr. Jordan was a man 
of integrity and public spirit, and his name deserves 
to be honoured in remembrance. He held the portfolio 
of Minister for Lands for a time and had been Agent-
General before being elected to represent East More-
ton. Mr. Jordan, on his retirement in 1871, was suc-
ceeded by Mr. WiUiam Hemmant. 
R. T. Atkin Replaces A. M. Francis 
At the end of 1869, Mr. Francis resigned, and was 
succeeded by Mr. Robert Travers Atkin, who took his 
seat on April 26, 1870. Mr. Atkin was a journalist by 
profession, but was not robust in health, and he re-
signed in consequence on March 27, 1872. In 1871 he 
had introduced into the Assembly a Bill for the provi-
sion of additional members, but it did not become law. 
Mr. Atkin lived with his sisters, who conducted a school 
"for young ladies" on- the Hamilton Road, Breakfast 
Creek. The house, with its large tree-shaded grounds, 
was then know as "Waterview," later as Camden House, 
and is now the residence of Dr. Graham Brown. Two 
months after Mr. Atkin's retirement he died at Sand-
gate, and, at his request, was buried on a hill where he 
often used to sit, alongside the site of the present 
Church of England. A monument was erected to his 
memory by the Hibernian Society, of which he was 
vice-president. His son became Lord Justice Atkin, of 
the King's Bench Division of the High Court of Eng-
land—Lord Atkin of Aberdovey, who married a 
daughter of Mr. W. Hemmant in 1893. 
S. W. Griffith's Political Spurs 
Messrs. S. W. Griffith and Robert Cribb were 
nominated for the vacancy created by Mr. Atkin's re-
tirement. Mr. (afterwards Sir Samuel) Griffith won 
his political spurs in East Moreton, with a majority of 
198 in a poll of 882, and thus entered on a career which 
was destined to add lustre to the annals of Australia. 
Griffith Street, in Coolangatta, also commemorates him. 
Both Mr. Hemmant and Mr. Griffith supported Mr. 
Jordan's white labour policy, which was not at all popu-
lar in the Logan and Albert districts. 
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New Electoral Boundaries 
In 1873 the Electoral Districts Act was passed, and 
this increased the number of electorates to 42, each 
returning one member. Mr. Hemmant succeeded to 
the new portion of his old electorate, which was called 
Bulimba, included in which was the settlement of Hem-
mant, which perpetuates his name. He later became 
Colonial Treasurer, and afterwards returning to Eng-
land, he acted as Agent-General for a period. In 1880, 
allegations which Mr. Hemmant made concerning the 
conveyance of steel rails from England created a 
political furore, and led to bitter animosity between the 
Premier, Mr. (afterwards Sir Thomas) Mcllwraith and 
Mr. Griffith. Mr. Griffith decided to take the Oxley 
Division, which had been severed from the East More-
ton electorate. 
Under this re-distribution, the south-eastern divi-
sion became a new electorate known as the Logan. The 
centre was established at Beenleigh, where Mr. James 
Gibson, of Stanmore, was appointed returning officer. 
The polling places for the election, which took place on 
November 28, 1873, were Beenleigh, Pimpama, Coo-
mera, Nerang Creek, Tallebudgera, Village of Logan, 
and Albert Bridge, now knowm as Tambourine. Mr. 
Henry Jordan and Mr. Phillip Henry Nind, of Pim-
pama, both engaged in the sugar industry, were nomin-
ated "to contest the seat. 
Majority of One 
The poU resulted in a majority of one for Mr. Nind, 
Mr. Jordan receiving 201 votes and Mr. Nind 202. It 
is interesting to compare these figures with the thous-
ands who are enrolled within the same area to-day. 
Coomera gave Nind 18 and Jordan 7; Nerang Creek, 
Nind 19, Jordan 5; Tallebudgera, Nind 11, Jordan 4. 
At these places there were no informal votes, and for 
the whole electorate there were only two. 
Electors in those days took their politics far more 
seriously than they apparently do now, and the country 
was the better for it. No election before or since that 
of 1873 has been fought so weU or so closely, without 
the slightest acrimony or disturbance. 
In returning thanks at the declaration of the poll, 
Mr. Nind stated that Mr. Jordan was politically and 
otherwise a gentleman for whom he had the highest 
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respect and esteem, and the only thing he had to regret, 
and he regretted it very much indeed, was that he and 
Mr. Jordan, who had similar views on a great many 
things, had been opposed to each other. 
Mr. Jordan said that "as the choice of the electors 
had not fallen upon him, he still was pleased that they 
had a gentleman like Mr. Nind in his place." How dif-
ferent are our political contests to-day, when personal 
invective and misrepresentation are far too common. 
As it was well known that Mr. Jordan had never cast 
a vote for himself, this election was not really a defeat 
for him. 
There was great excitement in Beenleigh, and 
when the poll was closed at 4 p.m., as was then the 
law, the windows of the Court House were besieged by 
a crowd of eager and anxious people who thought that, 
by studying the faces of the respective scrutineers, 
they might gather an idea of the result of the voting. 
"Majority Got Through the Window" 
It was subsequently asserted that Mr. Nind's 
majority had got through a window and recorded 
his vote at the Court House after the regulation hour 
of 4 p.m.; and on January 22, 1874, a petition against 
the return of Mr. Nind was lodged by Mr. Jordan. 
On May 27, the Committee of Elections and Quali-
fications decided that the election for Logan was void. 
Mr. G. L. Hart, of the weU-known legal family, mem-
bers of which have since had a long connection with 
Southport, was attorney for the sitting member, and 
Mr. (afterwards Judge) Mein appeared for the peti-
tioner. It was ascertained at the inquiry tha"t an 
elector had been admitted at five minutes past four, 
and the returning officer, after consultation with the 
poU clerk, Mr. Lachlan Chisholm, C.P.S., decided to 
allow the vote. It was stated that the elector was late 
owing to the fact that he had to run home half a mile 
to obtain his Elector's Right, without which he could 
not vote. Mr. Jordan, in his petition, stated that he 
had been informed, and verily believed, that such vote 
was given to Phillip Henry Nind, but it was declared in 
evidence by George Black, scrutineer for Mr. Nind, that 
Messrs. Savage and Costin, two of Jordan's committee, 
encouraged the voter on to the booth. 
However, Mr. Nind was again elected on June 8 
of the same year, and took his seat a few days later. 
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On April 2 of the following year he resigned in order to 
return to England, and afterwards accepted an appoint-
ment in Ceylon. Nind Street, Southport, when opened 
for traffic in May, 1887, was named after him. 
More Election Troubles 
The second election for the Logan was the cause 
of a great deal of trouble and excitement, and its dis-
cussion was the first important proceeding of the 
second session of the seventh Parliament. When the 
Assembly met on April 27, the Speaker (Hon. W. H. 
Walsh) announced the resignation of Mr. Nind, and 
also the fact that the writ for the Logan election, 
which had taken place on April 16, had been returned 
without endorsement. Messrs. Adam Black, of Noyea 
Sugar Plantation, near Beenleigh; Theodore Lenneberg, 
storekeeper, of Pimpama (well known in later days at 
Brisbane and Southport) and Charles Gerhard Cam-
pian, were the candidates nominated. Mr. Black was 
elected by a majority of six votes. 
The Returning Officer (Mr. James Gibson) was 
called to the Bar of the House and examined, to show 
cause why he had not endorsed the writ. He stated 
that the ballot-papers from one of the polling-places 
(Elkana) were presented to him in such a state that 
he refused to accept them, and was therefore not in a 
position to certify as to which candidate was success-
ful. The Colonial Secretary, who was also the Premier 
(Hon. Arthur Macalister), "then moved a resolution to 
the effect that the Returning Officer should correct the 
return to the writ by certifying that Adam Black was 
duly chosen as the member for Logan. A lengthy and 
animated discussion ensued, and the resolution was 
ultimately carried on division by 19 to 11. 
Mr. Gibson was again called to the Bar, and ordered 
to make the endorsement in the terms of the resolution 
of the House. This he positively refused to do, alleg-
ing that he could not do so conscientiously. At length, 
on May 4, a resolution was carried on a similar division 
by the Assembly, that Mr. Black be sworn as member 
for Logan, and this accordingly was done. Previous to 
these proceedings, Mr. Black had lodged a petition 
with the Committee of Elections and Qualifications, 
and it was referred to the Committee, which held two 
meetings, and then reported on May 27 that the peti-
tioner had withdrawn his support to the petition, the 
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Assembly having decided that the election was valid. 
Thus ended a situation unique in the history of the 
Queensland Parliament. 
Presiding Officer's Adventures 
The immediate cause of all the bother was a 
spirited horse, which, in shying at a shadow on the 
narrow track between the swamps on Pimpama Island, 
precipitated the Elkana Presiding Officer, with the 
ballot papers, into the water, when he was proceeding 
to Beenleigh after the poll. It was cold and dark in the 
dismal swamp, and with great difficulty, by the aid of 
damp matches, the papers were recovered, saturated 
and torn. The horse, floundering about, was firmly 
bogged, but was eventually freed. On arriving at 
Beenleigh, many hours late, horse and rider presented 
a sorry spectacle, dripping wet and mud from head to 
foot. The Returning Officer, whom he met in the main 
street, accused the Presiding Officer of having been 
drunk (which was not the case) and refused to take 
delivery of the ballot papers. The Sergeant of Police 
was then requested to take delivery of them, but he 
also refused, contending that it was the duty of the 
Returning Officer to do that. 
The sergeant caught and mounted his horse, al-
though it was after 11 p.m., and he accompanied the 
Presiding Officer to the residence of Mr. Gibson some 
miles away, where that gentleman was aroused and 
received them in his bedroom, with no better result. 
Returning to Beenleigh, near to midnight, still wet, 
cold and hungry, the distressed official retired to the 
Royal Hotel, where the papers were left all night on the 
table of an upstairs parlour for anyone to get at, had 
they so desired. Next morning, on the Presiding Officer 
informing them of the circumstances, some members 
of Mr. Black's Committee rescued them. The scruti-
neers at Elkana (now known as Alberton), Thomas 
Andrew Ross for Black, and Herman Mewings for Len-
neberg, certified as to the result of the poll there, 39 
for Lenneberg, 7 for Black, none for Campian. 
On October 2 following, Mr. Black resigned, and 
on October 19 Mr. Frederick Shaw, manager for Cobb 
and Co. was returned by a majority of 157 over his op-
ponent, Mr. Munro, of Fisherfield Sugar Plantation, 
Albert River. Six months later, on April 12, 1876, Mr. 
203 
Shaw resigned, announcing that he could not effectively 
manage the business of his constituents in addition to 
his own. 
Resignation Causes Surprise 
His resignation caused surprise, but it was felt 
that he was taking the right step owing to his connec-
tion with the inland mail service. Although Mr. Shaw 
did not take his seat in Parliament, as the House was 
in recess, he performed a number of duties as member 
for the district. He introduced a deputation to the 
Minister for Works, the Hon. Henry Edward King, on 
February 13, 1876, to request that provision be made 
for a road to the top of Tambourine Mountain. Opinion 
amongst the settlers, however, was divided as to the 
route, some wanting it from the head of navigation of 
the Coomera River (where it was afterwards con-
structed), others desiring it to go up Cedar Creek 
(where the road goes now), and others again wishing 
it to be from Tambourine head station. At it was con-
sidered that the cost would be considerable, and ap-
parently few would be satisfied, nothing was done in 
the matter. 
On November 9, 1875, Mr. Shaw opened a bridge 
over the Upper Albert River, which remained until 
washed away by the big flood of 1887. It was christened 
(in time-honoured fashion) by Miss Shaw and named 
after their family residence, "Luseombe," and great 
festivities marked the occasion. The district is still 
known as Luseombe, and a new bridge has been erected 
by the Main Roads Commission to take the place of the 
old one which succeeded that of 1876. Shaw's Pocket 
also commemorates Mr. Shaw's connection with the 
locality. In 1875 Mr. Shaw also accompanied a deputa-
tion to the Minister for Works, to urge the Government 
to build a bridge across the river at Loganholme. As 
it was estimated that a bridge at that locality would 
cost between £12,000 and £14,000, and as only £3,500 
had been allotted by Parliament for that purpose, the 
bridge was erected at Waterford. More than half a 
century elapsed before the request of the deputation 
was to be accomplished, and then at a cost much in ex-
cess of the modest sum which they had considered suffi-
cient. In 1880 Mr. Shaw built a seaside residence on 
the Broadwater, at Southport, which he called Labra-
dor. It later became an hostel and was destroyed by 
fire, but the locality is still known by the name. 
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Three Elections In One Year 
The writ for the fourth election was issued on 
April 20, 1876. It being the third within a year, full 
of recrimination and incident, the electors felt that it 
behoved them to make careful choice of a representa-
tive. The Logan was one of the most important elec-
torates in the colony, and the electors looked for a man 
long resident in the district, who, by education and in-
terest in local affairs, was fitted to voice their require-
ments. Such qualifications they found in Peter McLean, 
and on May 9, 1876, he was returned by a large ma-
jority over his opponents—Isidore J. Blake, Q.C, one 
of Brisbane's leading barristers (afterwards a Judge), 
who had unsuccessfully contested East Moreton some 
years previously, and Captain Thomas Smales, a vet-
eran of the Indian Mutiny, who had settled on the 
Albert River in 1864 and was then living in a beautiful 
home at Rocky Point, on the shore of the bay near 
Pimpama Island. It is interesting to note what was 
considered a large majority in those days. McLean 
received 211 votes, Blake 167, and Smales 76. Mr. W. 
H. Spencer, solicitor, of Beenleigh, lodged a protest on 
behalf of Mr. Blake, against the return of Mr. McLean, 
on the ground that the returns from Nerang Creek and 
Coomera were incomplete and informal, as the Presid-
ing Officer at those centres had not signed the rolls. 
Two days later, however, the result of the poll was de-
clared a:t Beenleigh by the Returning Officer, Mr. A. R. 
H. Pietzcker. The polling-places were Beenleigh, Bris-
bane, Albert Bridge, Coomera, Elkana, ViUage of 
Logan, Pimpama, Nerang Creek, Tallebudgera, Water-
ford and Yatala, so it will be observed that the centres 
were growing fast. Mr. Mcl^ean had settled on his 
property, "Belivah," beautifuUy situated a few miles 
from Beenleigh, in 1868. He fully justified the con-
fidence reposed in him. A young Scotsman of high 
principles, being under 40 years of age, he did not spare 
himself in his efforts for his constituents. In 1878 he 
was appointed Secretary for Public Lands and Mines 
in the Douglas Ministry, shortly before the defeat of 
that administration. 
Stevens Displaces McLean 
Mr. McLean continued to represent the Logan un-
tU he was defeated by Mr. E. J. Stevens at the general 
elections in 1883. Mr. McLean became the first Under 
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Secretary for Agriculture when the Department was 
established in 1887, and no occupant since has had a 
better practical knowledge, or worked harder for the 
industry than he. The McLean Bridge which was 
erected during his term as member, and McLean Street, 
Coolangatta, still commemorate him. 
Ernest James Stevens, who subsequently made his 
home at Southport, did much for the district and 
proved a most popular member. He was not caUed up-
on to contest another election as long as he remained 
in the Legislative Assembly. Mr. Stevens may be said 
to have been the first member for Southport, as it was 
during his term that the town grew in population and 
in importance. He founded the schools of arts at 
Beenleigh, Southport, Nerang and Redland Bay, and 
was a large supporter of all forms of sport. When the 
Government, in 1883, refused to give Southport a pier, 
Mr. Stevens came forward; and he and Mr. John 
Cameron, father of Mr. Stuart Cameron (well known 
in Brisbane to-day) provided the funds for that pur-
pose. The Southport School, founded by Bishop Dixon, 
owed much to Mr. Stevens for his encouragement in its 
foundation. In 1896 he retired from the Logan, which 
by this time had long been separated from its repre-
sentation of Southport, and was called to the Legisla-
tive Council in 1899. Mr. Stevens was for some years 
chairman of directors of the Brisbane Newspaper Com-
pany, and Stevens Street, Southport, bears his name. 
Albert Electorate 
Until the year 1886, members of the Legislative 
Assembly received no payment for their services. In 
that year the Members' Expenses Act, introduced by 
the Griffith Administration, became law, and members 
drew £2/2/- a day for each sitting they attended, but 
it was provided that the total must not exceed £200 
a year. In 1887 another Redistribution Act was passed, 
increasing the number of electorates and representa-
tives to 72. Under this Act the Albert electorate came 
into being with Southport as its centre. Five candi-
dates were nominated, and the election took place in 
1888. Mr. Thomas Plunkett received the largest num-
ber of votes, a total of 484. His opponents were: Mr. 
P. Macnamara, who established the first newspaper in 
Southport, Mr. Wesley Castles, of the Logan River, 
Mr. T. Lenneberg, and Mr. F. R. Rawlins, of Southport, 
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a former Under Colonial Secretary and Police Magis-
trate. Mr. Plunkett was a practical farmer who had 
settled on the Logan in 1863. He proved himself an 
excellent representative, and continued to win the 
Albert until, at the General Elections of 1896, he was 
defeated by Mr. R. M. Collins, with the narrow ma-
jority of four votes. At this period the number of 
electors on the roll was 1,373, and the votes recorded 
were: R. M. Collins 470, T. Plunkett 466, J. B. Brad-
ford 161. At the elections in 1899, Mr. Plunkett re-
gained the seat, obtaining 571 votes, 511 being re-
corded for Mr. Collins and 166 for Mr. Macnamara, 
who was again a candidate. Mr. Collins, members of 
whose family still occupy Mundoolun Station, to which 
he came with his parents 100 years ago next June, was 
appointed to the Legislative Council on June 14, 1913. 
He did not live long to serve in that capacity, however, 
as he died at Tamrookum on August 18 following. By 
his death Queensland was bereft of one of its best 
pioneers, whose life was an example of all that is best 
in life. Mr. Plunket continued to represent the Albert 
for another nine years. In 1908 he was again nomin-
ated, but retired from the contest before the election. 
Mr. Plunkett, who was also a pioneer, was a settler of 
the best type, and during his long term in Parliament 
was active in advocating the throwing open of Crown 
lands for closer settlement, and was instrumental in 
his own electorate in having large reserves alienated 
for such purposes. Mr. Plunkett died a fortnight after 
Mr. CoUins, on September 2, 1913. 
Mr. Appel's Record 
At the election in 1908, Mr. J. G. Appel defeated 
Mr. J. T. McMahon, of Brisbane, the remaining candi-
date, after Mr. Plunkett's retirement, by an almost two 
to one majority. John George Appel was destined to 
carve his name deeply in the annals of the State, and 
when death only defeated him for his seat, twenty-
one years later, tributes paid by political friends and 
foes alike told of the general appreciation of his 
capacity as an administrator, and his big-hearted and 
sympathetic qualities. He was a Minister of the Crown 
for seven years, but probably will be best remembered 
for his administrative work as Home Secretary, in 
which office he found abundant scope for his desires to 
improve the laws relating to the health of the people, 
and the benefits pertaining to civic government. For 
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over 20 years he was a member of the Hamilton Town 
Council, of which he was twice chairman and twice 
mayor. For years he also served on the Nerang Shire 
Couhcil, and at a time when travelling to meetings en-
tailed many lonely miles on horseback, sometimes go-
ing down from his property on Beechmont and being 
held up by floods. The many dangerous river crossings 
have since been eliminated, and journeying now along 
the splendid mountain highway, a monument to the 
efficiency of the Main Roads Commission, it is difficult 
to visualise the discomfort and danger very often in-
curred by the pioneer settlers. Mr. Appel, who was 
also Minister for Works and Mines in the Kidston and 
Denham Administrations, was born at South Brisbane 
on March 15, 1859, and was the son of Mr. George 
Appel, who was the first consular representative ap-
pointed in Brisbane, when it was a small town of New 
South Wales. His mother, also born in Brisbane, was 
the daughter of the Rev. J. G. Haussmann, one of the 
Moravian missionaries, the centenary of whose arrival 
at Moreton Bay was celebrated at Nundah five years 
ago. In 1879 Mr. Appel married the daughter of Mr. 
James Sutherland, who was one of Brisbane's earliest 
citizens, and for whom was erected one of the first 
private residences—if not actually the first—at what is 
now known as Hamilton, in 1844. When Mr. and Mrs, 
Appel first came to Southport, there were only three 
houses and five permanent residents. 
Mr. Appel died four days after his seventieth 
birthday, in 1929. Mr. T. F. Plunkett, the present 
member for Albert, succeeded Mr. Appel in 1929, and 
has been successful at all subsequent elections. A son 
of the first member for Albert, he is worthily uphold-
ing the great traditions of his electorate. 
Federal Division of Oxley 
When the first Commonwealth Elections took place 
on March 30, 1901, the South Eastern districts were 
portion of the Federal Division of Oxley, of which Mr. 
John Hardgrave was Returning Officer with the centre 
at South Brisbane. Two candidates were nominated, 
Mr, Richard Edwards, of Wickham Terrace, and Mr. 
Henry Turley, of Raymond Terrace, South Brisbane, 
who later became a Senator, and from 1910 to 1913 
was president of that body. He had also represented 
South Brisbane in the Assembly from 1893 to 1899. 
The former, who was the father of the late Mr. E. E. 
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Edwards, who died recently, was successful and con-
tinued to represent the electorate for many years. At 
this election, which was the first under adult franchise, 
in Queensland, the votes were recorded on blue coloured 
ballot-papers. Among other centres, in this district, 
Coolangatta received its first polling booth, a rude 
shack made of saplings and leaves, at which the Pre-
siding Officer attended throughout a long day, to re-
ceive five votes, aU of them for Mr. Edwards. In 1906 
a redistribution of seats took place, and this portion of 
the division was merged into Moreton, with the centre 
at Ipswich. 
At the election which foUowed on December 12 of 
that year, the late Mr. Hugh Sinclair, of Booval, was 
chosen, and he continued as representative until his 
retirement. Mr. Sinclair was interested in the dairy-
ing industry, and took a very active part in co-opera-
tion amongst the farmers in N.S.W. and Queensland. 
Captain Arnold Wienholt, who succeeded Mr. Sin-
clair, had been member for Fassifern in the 18th and 
19th Parliaments of the State. He was greatly es-
teemed by his constituents, and bore a world-wide 
reputation as a big game hunter and a soldier. He 
fought with honour in the last war and laid down his 
life in Africa in this great conflict. Captain Weinholt 
did not seek re-election at the next elections, which 
took place in 1922. Captain Josiah Francis, of Ipswich, 
was selected, and he has held the Moreton ever since. 
His grandfather, after whom he was named, was five 
times Mayor of Ipswich, and on August 27, 1880, was 
elected one of the members of that constituency in the 
Legislative Assembly. Mrs. Francis is a descendant of 
the Cribbs, whom I have already mentioned, and thus 
is a link, in Parliamentary circles to-day, with the dawn 
of Constitutional Government, and our first Parlia-
ment. As John Stuart Mill so aptly reflected, "The 
worth of a State, in the long run, is the worth of the 
individuals comprising it," and, I think, it may also be 
said that the worth of the elec"tors of a district may be 
reflected in the manner of men they choose to represent 
them. In the long list of representatives which I have 
enumerated, there is not one whose record cannot bear 
the closest scrutiny. Honest men, who made a nation 
better by their lives, and whose legislative energies 
were devoted to the maintenance of the freedom and 
happiness of their country! 
